
[image: image1.png]12722 o1



[image: image2.png]daRal: Iy Ruriity]

N Y






Wedding Party

NotFroofy & 2dBride
Maid of Honor

2dBride’s daughter
Dude of Honor

2dBride’s son
Celebrant

Rabbi
Reading

Reader
Seven Blessings

Friend 1
Friend 2

2dBride’s sister
2dBride’s daughter

2dBride’s sister-in-law

2dBride’s brother

2dBride’s son

Ha-Motzi
2dBride’s ex-husband
Music

Preludes

Cantata 156 - Bach

Moonlight Sonata - Beethoven

Nocturne in E flat major Op. 9 # 2 – Chopin
Processional

Air, from Water Music – Handel

Bridal Processional

La Rejouissance (Music for the Royal Fireworks) - Handel

Ketubah Signing

Shostakovich - Jazz Suite 2 parts 6, 4 and 2 
(Waltz 2, Waltz 1 and Lyric Waltz)

Breaking of the Glass

Siman Tov

Recessional

Spring, from Four Seasons - Vivaldi

Postludes

Sonata in C Major K545 - Mozart

Allegro from Water Music - Handel
To Our Family

And Friends
We would like to thank all of you for traveling so far to celebrate our marriage with us.  Many years from now when we look back on our wedding, we will remember that what made this day so special was not flowers, music and food, but sharing the beginning of our married life with you – our friends and family. Having you here with us today has made our wedding truly wonderful.  We look forward to making many more happy memories with all of you in the years to come.
In Loving Memory
On this day of celebration, we also remember and honor those we have loved who are no longer with us.
In loving memory of 
2dBride’s former father-in-law and mother-in-law
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May their memory be a blessing.

Wedding Traditions
We have chosen to follow several of the customs and rituals unique to Jewish weddings, and to adapt others to reflect both of our backgrounds and beliefs.  
The Kippah

The Kippah (yarmulke) is the traditional Jewish head covering.  Regardless of whether you are Jewish, you may wear one if you are comfortable doing so.
The Chuppah

As the wedding ceremony begins, we will take our places beneath the chuppah (wedding canopy).  The chuppah is symbolic of the home that we are building together.  It is open on all four sides, to represent how our home will be open to all – family, friends and strangers in need.  The chuppah also symbolizes that the real importance of a home lies not in the materials used to construct it or the possessions that fill it, but the people who live within it.
The Ketubah

According to the Jewish view of marriage, marriage is a contractual agreement between two people with legal rights and obligations.  A ketubah is a marriage contract that explains the basic material, conjugal and moral responsibilities of the marriage partners.  Traditionally, the ketubah is signed by the couple, the rabbi and two witnesses.  However, we would like to ask all of our guests to witness our ketubah as part of our ceremony.  During the ceremony, the rabbi will read the ketubah aloud, then invite you all to come up to the chuppah and add your signatures.

In modern times, the ketubah has risen in status to become a piece of art as well as a contractual document.  Our ketubah was designed by Amy Fagin and is entitled “Embrace”.  It depicts in shape, color and symbol the moment of embrace, when two individuals encircle and envelop one another, transcending their separateness and uniting in the embrace of love and understanding.  Our ketubah will hang in the home we have created together, as a constant reminder of the joy we feel today and of the promises we have made to one another.

The Ceremony
The first part of the ceremony is called Kiddushin, or Betrothal.  During this part of the ceremony, the Rabbi will say a blessing over the first of two cups of wine, after which we will both take a sip.  Wine is an important part of Jewish life-cycle rituals because it is symbolic of life.

Next, we will exchange vows and rings.  NotFroofy will place a plain, uncut ring made of gold (and no stones) on 2dBride’s right index finger, the traditional finger for Jewish weddings.  2dBride will then place a similar ring on the third finger of NotFroofy’s left hand.  Both fingers were believed, in ancient times, to lead directly to the heart.  
When giving the rings, we will each say “Harei at m'yuchedet li bikdushah,” which means “Behold, you are united with me in holiness.”  Instead of reciting the English translation of the Hebrew, we will use the traditional declaration from the Church of England marriage ceremony: “With this ring I thee wed, with my body I thee honor, and with all my worldly goods I thee endow.”  The rings symbolize the concept of each of us encompassing, protecting and providing for the other.

The Sheva Brachot
The last part of the ceremony is the recitation of the Sheva Brachot, or Seven Blessings, over the second cup of wine.  Six of these blessings give thanks for the creation of the world, human beings, peace and harmony and the joy of the bridal pair. The seventh, the blessing over the wine, symbolically sanctifies this day and this marriage. Each blessing will first be given in Hebrew and we have asked many of you to follow with an English interpretation of one of the blessings.
Breaking the Glass

At the conclusion of the ceremony, NotFroofy and 2dBride will break a glass by stomping on it.  This well-known custom has many symbolic meanings.  One explanation is that by breaking the glass we are reminded of the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem.  A second view is that a broken glass cannot be mended and this reflects the permanence of marriage.  Lastly, the fragility of glass is a symbol of the frailty of human relationships.  Even as we strengthen our relationship with the act of marriage, we must remember the care required to maintain this bond as we move forward with our lives together.  The breaking of the glass is also a cue for friends and family to shout, “Mazel Tov!” which means “Congratulations” and “Good luck”, and sometimes even to break into song...
Order of Service
Opening Blessings
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B'rukhot ha-ba'ot b'shem Adonai, ivdu et Adonai b'simchah bo'u l'fanav birnanah. Hodu la-Adonai ki tov ki l'olam chasdo. Mi adir al ha-kol mi barukh al ha-kol hu y'varekh et ba'alot ha-brit. Hodu la-Adonai ki tov ki l'olam chasdo. 
Blessed are you who come here, under this chuppah. May these two who enter here be blessed with love and hope and joy.  Make their home a shelter against the storm, a haven of peace, a stronghold of love.

Kiddush
This cup of wine is symbolic of the cup of life. As you share the one cup of wine, you undertake to share all that the future may bring. All the sweetness life's cup may hold for you should be the sweeter because you drink it together; whatever drops of bitterness it may contain should be less bitter because you share them. As we recite the blessing over wine, we hope that fullness of joy will come to you: 
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Baruch ata Adonai Eloheinu melech ha-olam borei p'ri ha-gafen. 

Blessed is the human capacity for joy, embodied in the symbol of wine. 

Shehechiyanu
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Barukh ata Adonai Eloheinu melech ha-olam she-hechiyanu v 'kiy'manu v'higianu la-z'man ha-zeh.
Blessed are we that we have been given life, and been sustained, and have lived to see this day. 

Ketubah
On this day of great celebration and joy, on the third day of the week, the eighteenth day of the month of Tishri, in the year 5770, which corresponds to the sixth day of the month of October, in the year 2009, in the city of Winchester, Massachusetts, 2dBride, daughter of 2dBride’s father and 2dBride’s mother, and NotFroofy, daughter of NotFroofy’s father and NotFroofy’s mother, spoke the words and performed the rites which united their lives and affirmed their love.  On this day, we promise to honor our vibrant love, to nurture and protect it.  Our lives, enriched by our unique traditions and faiths, will embody trust, constancy, and compromise.  We will cherish and sustain each other, meeting life’s trials with quiet strength and courage, and embracing life’s blessings with wonder, joy, and laughter.  We will grow as individuals and delight in an elegant freedom borne from mutual respect.  May there be peace in our home, may we be blessed with good fortune, health, and happiness, and may our devotion to one another ennoble us.  “With my beloved by my side, every day is good to awaken to, and every moment is a gift.”  Our sacred covenant is valid and binding.

Declarations of Intent

Hosea 2: 19: And I will betroth you to me forever. I will betroth you to me in righteousness and in justice and in loving kindness and in compassion. And I will betroth you to me in faithfulness.
Rabbi: NotFroofy, will you take 2dBride to be your wife? Will you love her, comfort her, honor and protect her, and, forsaking all others, be faithful to her as long as you both shall live?
NotFroofy: I will

Rabbi: 2dBride, will you take NotFroofy to be your wife? Will you love her, comfort her, honor and protect her, and, forsaking all others, be faithful to her as long as you both shall live?

2dBride: I will

Rabbi: Will you, the families and friends of 2dBride and NotFroofy, support and uphold them in their marriage now and in the years to come?

Congregation: We will.
Reading

from Letters To A Young Poet, Rainer Maria Rilke

The point of marriage is not to create a quick commonality by tearing down all boundaries; on the contrary, a good marriage is one in which each partner appoints the other to be the guardian of his solitude, and thus they show each other the greatest possible trust. A merging of two people is an impossibility, and where it seems to exist, it is a hemming-in, a mutual consent that robs one party or both parties of their fullest freedom and development. But once the realization is accepted that even between the closest people infinite distances exist, a marvelous living side-by-side can grow up for them, if they succeed in loving the expanse between them, which gives them the possibility of always seeing each other as a whole and before an immense sky.
That is why this too must be the criterion for rejection or choice: whether you are willing to stand guard over someone else's solitude, and whether you are able to set this NotFroofye person at the gate of your own depths. 

So those who love must try to act as if they had a great work to accomplish: they must go into themselves and gather and concentrate themselves; they must work; they must become something. For the more we are, the richer everything we experience is. And those who want to have a deep love in their lives must collect and save for it, and gather honey.
Vows

Rabbi: NotFroofy and 2dBride, I now invite you to join hands and make your vows, in the presence of your family and friends gathered here.
NotFroofy: I, NotFroofy, take you, 2dBride, to be my wife, to have and to hold from this day forward; for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death us do part.

2dBride: I, 2dBride, take you, NotFroofy, to be my wife, to have and to hold from this day forward; for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death us do part.

Exchange of Rings

[image: image6.png]Y1252 N2 230V 029y

PION T DN T3



[image: image7.png]OTND I8P O2IvD

WION T NDN




NotFroofy:

Harei at m'yuchedet li bikdushah.
With this ring I thee wed, with my body I thee honor, and with all my worldly goods I thee endow.
2dBride:

Harei at m'yuchedet li bikdushah.
With this ring I thee wed, with my body I thee honor, and with all my worldly goods I thee endow.
Nuptial Blessing
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Y'varekh'kha Adonai v'yishm'rekha, ya-er Adonai panav elekha vichunekha, yisa Adonai panav elekha v'yasem l'kha shalom.
May these two be blessed and kept against harm.
May they be sustained in good times and bad. 
May they have peace in their lives.
Seven Blessings (Sheva Brachot)

1.  (On the wonders of the world)
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Barukh attah Adonai Eloheinu melekh ha-olam she-ha-kol bara likhvodo. 

Blessed is the wonder of creation, the earth, the provider of all things.  May you be inspired each day by the abundance of the natural world, by science and technology, as well as art, music, literature, and creative expression.

2. (On the spirit of humanity)
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Barukh attah Adonai Eloheinu melekh ha-olam yotzer ha-adam. 
Blessed is the essence of humankind.  People have the capacity for love and friendship, generosity, kindness and compassion. May you express these qualities freely and be blessed to receive them through your lives.

3. (On the diversity of humanity)
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Barukh chakham ha-razim. She'ein da'atam domeh zeh la'zeh v'ein pirtzufam domeh zeh la-zeh v'ha-kadosh Barukh hu yode'a ma b'lev kulam
Blessed is the design of humankind.  The diversity of humanity is remarkable: out of the same basic shape, infinite variations. May you find comfort in the similarities shared by all of the world’s cultures and celebrate the qualities which make us different.

4. (On a better world)
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Barukh attah Adonai Eloheinu melekh ha-olam ha-tov v'ha-meitiv. 
Blessed is the joy of this gathering.  Despite its blessings, we live in a broken world. May you be blessed to live in a world where the there is food for those who are hungry, homes for those who are homeless, freedom for those who are oppressed, and peace and equality for all.

5. (On the joy of love)
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NotFroofyeach t'NotFroofyach re'im ha-ahuvim barukh attah Adonai m'NotFroofyeach ba'alat ha-brit u-ba'alat ha-brit. 
Blessed is the joy of lovers.  Today we celebrate with 2dBride and NotFroofy as they freely unite in marriage. May you live in a world where this freedom is extended to all couples, allowing anyone to marry without judgment, impediment, or persecution.

6. (On rejoicing)

Barukh attah Adonai Eloheinu melekh ha-olam asher bara sason v'simchah, chatan v'kalah, gilah rinah ditzah v'chedvah, ahavah v'achavah v'shalom v're'ut. Barukh attah Adonai, m'NotFroofye'ach ba'alat b'rit im ba'alat b'rit. 
Blessed is the joy of gladness and celebration.  With the breaking of the glass today’s ceremony will end and celebration begin. As we shout “Mazel Tov” let us wish good luck for the brides and make this wish for ourselves and our loved ones: May every day be full of happiness, love, friendship, harmony, laughter and rejoicing.
7 (Over wine)
Baruch ata Adonai Eloheinu melech ha-olam borei p'ri ha-gafen. 
The ritual drinking of wine sanctifies Jewish celebrations and expresses the happiness of all involved.  May you find something to celebrate every day of your life, and may your cup runneth over.
Breaking of the Glass
As we all know, the world is not a place of shalom, of wholeness and peace. The world has been shattered into fragments by violence and injustice. As we hear the glass shatter, we are reminded of this shattered world, and of the power your love has to make the world a better place, to heal some of those fragments. 

Pronouncement of Marriage

Kiss The Brides!

Timeline

	12:00  noon 
	Ceremony

	12:45 p.m.
	Ha-Motzi in the sukkah behind the synagogue

	1:00 p.m.
	Formal photographs outside at Pond 
(or inside synagogue, if raining)

	2:00 p.m.
	Reception

	7:30 p.m.
	Casual dinner at Accommodations


The address of Accommodations is:

Accommodations 

Address
City, State Zip
Reception

We invite all of you to join us for a reception lunch at

Restaurant
Address
City, State Zip
Directions from Temple Shir Tikvah to the restaurant are:

Directions
We will be in the private dining room.
After the Reception

For those of you staying with us at Accommodations, return directions to the house from the reception are:

Directions
Temple


City, State


October 6, 2009
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